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As the year draws to a close we at SOAR want to take the opportunity to
express our heartfelt gratitude to you—our donors, instructors,
volunteers, and community members. Together, we’ve accomplished so
much and are looking forward to more great things to come.
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During the 2023-2024 school year, SOAR successfully conducted 47 workshops, engaging
a total of over 100 participants per term. These workshops served as platforms for
sparking creativity and promoting learning among the students at Salisbury Central
School. Last year, SOAR provided $3,900 in financial aid demonstrating our commitment
to serving all children regardless of a family’s ability to pay. Moreover, SOAR played a
vital role in facilitating 14 teacher mini-grants helping to support programs such as
Nature’s Classroom, the eighth grade Washington D.C. trip, and Roaring Brook Nature
Center. This past year also marked the initiation of our inaugural summer camp session
which we plan to continue in the future.

More recently, the highlight of this fall was the captivating performance of Matilda Jr. at
the prestigious Hotchkiss Black Box theater. The show featured the extraordinary talents
of 39 young performers and drew a large crowd of supportive families, demonstrating
the remarkable impact of SOAR in our community.

In the pages that follow you’ll find some behind-the-scenes photos capturing the smiling,
studious faces of our students and hear from a few of our instructors. We hope their
words and images help show just how special SOAR is! Thank you, as always, for your
continued interest, involvement, and support.

Sincerely,
Lauren Brown, Executive Director
Elizabeth Schaufelberger, Board Chair



INSIDE THE WORKSHOPS

Lego Engineering: Animal Adventures
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Cheerleading Clay Play
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Blues & Beyond
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Clay Sculpture Needle Arts Artin Motion



2023-2024

DONORS AND SPONSORS

Craig & Ashley Adkins
Allee Architecture & Design
Michael & Trevor Allen
Meg Holden & Randall Allen
Stephanie Alvarez
Anonymous

Anne Axelrod-Bedell

Toby & Jocelyn Ayer

Jerry & MaryEllen Baldwin
Katie Baldwin

Skip & Judy Barber

Keavy Bedell

Bentley Beich & Jou-Yie Chou
Robert & Barbara Bettigole
Janet Andre Block

Richard & Freya Block
Jacqueline Blombach
Rishon Blumberg

Scott & Roxanne Bok
Jeremy Boviard - The
Moviehouse

Anne Bowen

Robert Boyett

Craig Bradley

Sienna & Christian Brann
Anthony Bright

David & Ellen Brown
Lauren Brown & Caitlin
Vaughn

Laura & Paul Bushey

Blake & Elizabeth Cabot
Murray & Sally Campbell
Decock

Barbara & Ryan Carr

Rusty & Tina Chandler
John & Sharon Charde
Sandra Charlap

Michael & Michelle Charles
Pamela Chassin & Jared
Zelman

Jamie Cheney

Seth Churchill

CLC Kramer Foundation
Carol Connolly

Ariadne Cruz

Lea Davies & Larry Power
Kristen Debra

Victoria Deluca

Walter & Susan DeMelle
Jim Dresser

John Dufour, Jr.

Echo Valley Fund

Elyse Harney Real Estate
Angela Engle

Jan Bell Fairservis
Rosemary Farnsworth
Karen Faveau

M. Carr Ferguson

Kim & Carey Fiertz

Fitch Landscaping, LLC
Fleming Fund

Tracy Flynn & Andrew Jenter
Alex Forero

Danielle Francoline

Leo & Judy Gafney

Tino & Susan Galluzzo
Adelaide Goldfrank
Janet Graaff

Paul & Karen Graubard
Stephanie & Josh Hahn
Paul Hale & Robin Bell
Annie Hall & Meg Allen
Kirk & Amy Hall

Michael & Brigitte Harney
Adelaide & Bill Harris
Annie Harris & Seth Milliken
Jack & Kathy Hawley
Harvey & Kathryn Hayden
Joanne Hayhurst
Christopher & Josephine
Heacox

David & Margaret Heck
David Nuzum & Olivia Herman
Marie Herow

Ed Herrington

Jonathan & Rindy Higgins
Jenni & Corey Hill

John Hoffman & Sarah Zarbock
Tracy & Rich Horosky
Jonathan Jadow

Tayo Kaufman

The Kawaler Tri Town Fund
Maura & Michael Kelly

Jim & Tarah Kennedy

Alice & Peter Kent

Kevin Kiley

Bill & Sue Kirber

Elizabeth Kline Murphy
Bob LaBonne Jr.

Mary & Richard Lanier
Macey Levin & Gloria Miller
William & Helen Little
Rachel & Patrick Lockton
Kiau & Jo Loi

Cristobal Lopez-Henriquez
Karen Lundeen

Carol Magowan

Stephanie Magyar

Deborah Mark

Keith Marks & Kristen Neary
Karen & Brett Mascavage
Casey McCabe

Allan & Priscilla McCord
Martin McLoughlin & Anna
Godbersen

Jean McMillen

D. Meindl

Jackie & Rod Merwin
Benjamin & Jessica Metcalf
Lesek Michaczszyn

Keith Moon & Bridget Dixon-
Moon

Stacey Moore - Moore & More
Printing

Larissa & Stan Morby

Sarah & Tom Morrison



DONORS & SPONSORS CONTINUED

All gifts listed are those received between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024. Every effort has been made to ensure an accurate
and thorough Annual Report. If an error is noted, please accept our apologies and notify soarenrichment@gmail.com.

Donald Najdek Elizabeth & Robert

National Iron Bank Schaufelberger

NBT Bank - Rick Cantele Ken & Edie Schechter

Pastor John Nelson Michelle & Chip Schorin

Charles Newtown Johanna & Matthew Schwab

Kate Nichols Helen Scoville

Karen Garvan Noble Joanna Seaton & Donald Sosin

Vicki Noble Robert & Carroll Segalla, Sr.

Colleen & Liam O'Reilly Mark Shearer

Philip & Mary Oppenheimer Kristin & Billy Sheil

Hammertown Barn David & Pom Shillingford

Jusztina Paksai Linda Sloane & John Atchley

Anne & Darryl Peck Douglass Smith & Reme Lopez

Nicole Petricca Polo

Lucia Philipp Natalie Smith & Joseph Will

Evie Piker Katherine Stiassni & Edward

Sharri Posen Nunes

Christopher Pouler & Elizabeth Avinash & Rachel Tantri

Slotnick Mary & Alex Taylor

Barrett & Barrie Prinz Efrat & Russell Tencer

Troy & Toneisha Ramcharran Adam & Danielle Turner

Lilly Rand Edmund & Cary Ullman

Rosina Rand David Valcin & Diane Murphy

Susan & Curtis Rand Linda Vaughn

Clare Rashkoff Michael & Kathleen Voldstad

Norman & Beverly Reich Bill & Miranda Warder

David & Cristin Rich Robert & Jeanette Weber SOAR is supported by the
Anne Richardson & Howard Aller  Sarah Weihman following Foundations:
Luke Riffle & Emily Benson Hedwig Wells * The Salisbury Central School
Brian & MaryKate Riva Lisa K. White Education Enrichment
Angelica Rivera Wildly Lush Spa Endowment Fund of
Helen Ross Tod Williams & Gretchen Mol Berkshire Taconic
Edward G. Rothstein Roberta & Bill Willis Community Foundation
Eliza & Zachary Sadow Robert & Judy Winters e lan MacTaggart Trust
Caroline Salas-Humara Sherifa Wright e Northwest Connecticut
Salisbury Central School Dan Milner & Michele Wurm Community Foundation
Salisbury Central School PTO Alice Yoakum e Northwest Community Bank
Salisbury Family Services Michael & Barbara Zimmerman Foundation

Salisbury Garden Center
Salisbury General Store



THE POWER OF THEATER EDUCATION

BY DARCY BOYNTON
SOAR BOARD MEMBER AND CO-DIRECTOR OF SOAR MUSICALS

While many think of theater as an extracurricular activity, we at SOAR believe that
theater is an essential part of a well-rounded education. Theater teaches a wide variety
of important skills such as strong communication, teamwork, creativity, and problem-
solving. These skills not only benefit them on stage but also in their personal and future
professional lives. For example, when a theater student becomes a character, they are
honing their empathy and compassion. In learning to see the world through another’s
eyes, in adopting a new perspective, they in turn expand their worldview.

Theater is also a deeply collaborative artform, a true team sport. The immediacy of live
theater requires quick thinking, adaptability, and flexibility. An actor’s most important
job is to support their cast mates and to make their scene partners feel safe so that
everyone can do their best work. A transformative experience that not only entertains
but also educates and empowers individuals to become more empathetic and open-
minded global citizens.

Theater connects us to our past, to the ancient art of storytelling that is so profoundly
and uniquely human. Theater builds confidence, creates community, and encourages
creativity. Perhaps most importantly, theater teaches us to prioritize joy and play — we
learn so much in that free, playful space. SOAR has built a robust theater program, and
we hope to keep expanding it in the years to come so that all SCS students can benefit
from the incredible impact of theater education.




INSTRUCTOR SPOTLIGHT

Instructors are the heart and soul of the SOAR program. Each one comes with a different background and connection to the community.

Jeremy Boviard - | am the General Manager of The
Moviehouse and have lived in the area for the last
eight years. For the past two years, | have taught the
Fall horror films class. | really do enjoy working with
. kids, and their energy and enthusiasm is pretty
L infectious and encouraging. Helping them realize

| their visions and just having fun doing that make it a
quality experience. The genuine excitement they
had seeing their final films last year, in a theater at
The Moviehouse no less, was a special moment.

Jessica DeCarlo - | am a new shop owner (Rosemary
Rose Finery) in Salisbury this year. | also teach
. herbal education classes locally. This was my first
" year being part of SOAR. | taught a class called
~ Adornments & Alchemy which was a combination of
# jewelry art and herbal crafting. The kids are
incredible. | love seeing them be so creative and
excited to make new things. | also really love the art
classroom. It is so spacious and well kept. My
favorite moment was when we were all making
fragrances and | told the class they could “name
their scent.” They started coming up with wonderful
names and started to decorate the fragrance bottles
with ribbons. | didn’t plan on the extra decorating.
They did that on their own and the outcome was so
special.

Letitia Garcia-Tripp - | have taught Messy Science
since the Winter of 2018. My husband and | have
been teaching at HVRHS since the late 90s and |
have lived in Region One for 14 years. My daughter is
a HVRHS class of 2022 graduate and my sonis a
member of the class of 2026. | love the enthusiasm
and excitement that the kids bring to class each day;
itis infectious!
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